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noticed that Master W6n was wearing academic robes and
said: "Brother, may I ask to which academy you belong?"
Master W£n bowed low. "I am a man of very small learn-
ing," he saids "and my name is inscribed only in the records
of die academy of our prefecture/'
Hsiieh asked if he might look at the coffin* Hsi-mSn bade
a servant draw back the curtains and the eunuch examined,
the coffin closely. "What a magnificent coffin!" he said. "How
much did it cost?"
"I bought it from a relative," Hsi-men Ch'ing said.
"Venerable Sir," Ying Po-chiieh said, "guess how much it
cost,, and tell us where it came from and what the wood is
called."
Hsiieh again examined it very carefully. "I should say it
came from Chien-ch'ang or, if not, from Chen-yuan," he said.
"If it had come from   Ch£n-yuan," Po-chiieh  said,   "it
would not be so fine."
"I believe the best elm comes from Yang-hsiian," the
eunuch said.
"The Yang-hstian ejm is short and thin. It is not to be
compared with this. This is made of much finer wood called
Peach Flower- Cavern. The tree grows in Wu-ling in Hu-
kuang. Long, long ago an old fisherman came to that cavern
and saw some maidens of the Ch'in dynasty who had gone
there to escape the soldiery. It is a place to which travellers
seldom go. The boards of which this coffin is made were seven
feet long, four inches thick, and two feet five inches broad.
His Lordship paid three hundred and seventy taels for them,
although he is a kinsman of the owner. Ah, Venerable Sir,
you should have seen it before it was made up. Such fragrance!
Such exquisite markings on both sides of the wood!"
"Fate was generous in allowing this lady to enjoy so won-
derful a coffin," the eunuch said. "We court chamberlains
can hardly hope for such a funeral when our time comes."
"It is very kind of you to say so," Uncle Wu said, "but,
Sir, you are in the closest relations with the Imperial Court,
and we, who are merely officers of the external administration,
can in no way approach you. You, Sir, were but lately basking
in the favour of the Son of Heaven, To us, you represent His
Majesty's precious words. His Excellency T'ung has been

